[Testosterone production by the fetal testes of silver foxes selected for their domesticated behavior].
Testosterone content was determined by radioimmune assay in the testes of silver foxes between the 31st and 50th days of gestation. Small quantities of testosterone were found in the testes already at the 31st day of prenatal life, gradually increasing up to a maximum value at the 50th day. No significant difference in testosterone content was found between domesticated and undomesticated silver foxes during prenatal life. It is suggested that selection for domesticated behaviour affects rather central control of endocrine functions than steroid biosynthesis in the testes.